[Prognostic value of the study of direct bone conduction in patients with otospongiosis].
The actual "early" improvement of hearing thresholds following stapedectomy were measured in 100 patients with otospongiosis by use of direct (intraoperative promontory bone stimulation) and conventional bone conduction audiometry prior to surgery. The direct bone conduction technique was usually more predictive in hearing improvement following stapedectomy than conventional bone conduction audiometry. The direct bone conduction seems to be a superior method for assessing hearing in patients with severe otospongiosis compared with conventional bone conduction which does not reflect actual cochlear reserve.